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A TIME OF CELEBRATION 


y ONSIDERABLE CELEBRATORY ACTIVITY WILL MARK 
1987 AS THE RNZAF HOLDS ITS GOLDEN JUBILEE. 
Amongst the occasions will be, on Sunday 29 March, a com- 
%au=</ memorative service in Wellington Cathedral, and on 1 April 

2) Geianental review of the Royal New Zealand Air Force” will be 
held at RNZAF Base Wigram. The Reviewing officer will be His Ex- 
celency The Governer General Sir Paul Reeves and The Review will in- 
volve a parade of servicemen and women and a flypast of aircraft. It 
will be followed by the official opening of the newly completed Air 
Force Museum, also at Wigram. Two large two-day Air Pageants will 
then be held, each involving extensive air and ground displays. The 
first of these will be at Ohakea on 4 & 5 April (the same show being 
repeated on each day) and at Whenuapai on 11 & 12 April. As well, 
official and formal balls, and other social occasions will be held for all 
serving ranks throughout all RNZAF bases. 
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DONT JUST LOOK FOR A JOB. 
CHOOSE A CAREER. 


You're about to leave school 
and you want a career, not a job. 
A career, with all kinds of 
people, learning all kinds of skills 
and with security, team spirit and 
plenty of scope for advancement. 

The Air Force will train you in 
the career of your choice and pay 
you well for it. You'll be in 
uniform from the lst day of your 
basic traming. Then you will 
begin training in the trade/branch 
of your choice. 

Depending on your interests 
and educational qualifications you 
could pursue any one of the 
following Air Force careers. Both 
men and women may apply. 

UNIVERSITY OFFICER CADET 
SCHEME: (7th form or first year 
varsity required. Must be 17 
and under 20 years of age.) 
Applications close June each 
year for Pilot, Navigator, 
Engineering, 
Administration and 
Supply Branches. 

AIR CREW: (Applicants 
must be between 17/2 and 


under 25 years old.) 
Applications close end of March 
and June each year for Pilot, 
Navigator and Air Electronics 
Operator. 

NEW ZEALAND CERTIFICATE 
TRAINING SCHEME: (Must be 17 
and under 19 years of age.) 
Applications close end of 
September each year for N.Z. 
Certificate in Engineering, N.Z. 
Certificate in Commerce, N.Z. 
Certificate in Supply. 

GROUND TRADES: (Applicants 
must be between 16% and 25 
years old.) 

Applications are accepted 
throughout the year. 

TECHNICAL: All engineering 
trainees must first undertake a 


course in basic engineering, and 
will then commence their chosen 
trade course. Safety and Surface 
worker. Aircraft Mechanic 
(Aircraft Systems Maintenance), 
Armament, Motor Mechanic, 
Draughtsman, Machine Tool 
Setter and Operator, Avionics 
(maintenance and repair of 
communications and electronic 
systems.) Aeronautical Metal 
Worker, Planewright (joinery and 
woodworking. ) 

SUPPORT: Telecommunications 
Operator, Administrative Clerk, 
Chef, Photographer, Telephone 
Operator, RNZAF Police, Clerk 
Accounting, Supplier, Driver, 
Clerk Typist, Steward, Medical 
Assistant, Accounts Clerk, 

Firecrew, Publication 
Specialist. 

Call your local recruiting 
officer for a chat. The 
sooner the better 

— and remember 
it’s to everyone’s 
advantage that you make 

the right choice. 


MINISTER OF DEFENCE 
Parliament Buildings 


Wellington, New Zealand 


Golden Anniversaries give those celebrating an occasion to 
show off, and properly so should the Royal New Zealand Air Force. 


We all have just cause for pride in our Air Force and its 


| 
| 
| personnel. 
While it remains well-trained and equipped for the task we will 

hopefully never have to demand from it, every day we see and 


hear of our RNZAF fulfilling its guardianship role. Whether 
this be the helicopter rescue of an injured tramper, or seaman, 


the carriage of succour to a Pacific friend devastated by 
natural disaster, or the protection of our economic resources. 


The past record of our Air Force is well documented and speaks 


for itself. What has been at the heart of this success and is 
certain to be in the future, are the New Zealanders who have 


contributed to it over the years. You may have been, or are, one 
yourself. These are fine people and I hope you are able to meet, 


or meet again, many of them. 


These people have always met the demands of sacrifice and 
changing circumstance, whether they be practical or political.” 


Take pride in what you see of today's RNZAF but also reflect 
upon the professionalism and high personal standards that are 
and have always been displayed. 

This Government recently outlined New Zealand's future defence 


policy. It reinforced the importance of an Air Force. Please 
join me in wishing the RNZAF every success in the years ahead as 
it continues to perform its duty with excellence. 


Pals O'FLYNN, 
Minister of Defence 
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In reply please quote: 
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mers, 
mrton. 
lfephone: 726 499 


AIR STAFF 
DEFENCE HEADQUARTERS 
WELLINGTON, N.Z. 


The relative geographic remoteness of New Zealand underpins the 
New Zealander's desire to travel. Aviation from its infancy 
offered a time effective means of bridging the gap to the world 
elsewhere and with increasing intensity fulfils that role today. 


The technological advances and overall developments in aviation's 
brief history have been breathtaking. Nowhere has their pace and 
scope been more pronounced than in military aviation where it hasVax 
provided in war a means of ''escaping the tyranny of the ground''; % 
obstacles can be seen, avoided‘and passed over and force brought to “ 
bear suddenly, remotely and devastatingly. 


The Royal New Zealand Air Force now marks 50 years of service. The 
period is full of accounts of bravery, loyalty, devotion, courage 
and sacrifice made by New Zealanders, both men and women, in many, 
varied conflicts and theatres which were undertaken in pursuit of 
shared values of peace, freedom and security for ourselves anda 


others. 

The Royal New Zealand Air Force today continues to have the same a 
role to play in peace and war. The Service is tasked to contribute eae 
to the security, prosperity and development of our nation andits 
friends whenever and wherever the people of New Zealand determine 


there isa part for us to play. 
The 50th Anniversary celebrations and the air shows arranged in New 


Zealand in April are the nation's opportunity to see their Air 
Force at work, to examine its equipment and meet its people. I know a 


you will make the most of this opportunity. You will find personnel * 
of the Royal New Zealand Air Force reflect the best values of young 


New Zealanders — vigorous, skilful and committed. 

The Royal New Zealand Air Force is proud of its heritage and looks 
forward to serving New Zealand with no less dedication and 
distinction in the years ahead. 


P. NEVILLE 
Air Vice—Marshal 
Chief of Air Staff 
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THE ROYAL NEW ZEALAND AIR FORCE 
SOTH ANNIVERSARY COMMEMORATIVE PLATE 


gy ANNIVERS , TOTAL ISSUE LIMITED TO 500 


OM ce66, MES Rp To commemorate the 50th Anniversary of the Royal New 
eZ Ne Zealand Air Force on April 1, 1987, the Royal Wenecter 

Spode Porcelain Works has been commissioned to produce a 
limited edition, high quality, fine bone china plate. Only 500 
of these attractive and valuable plates will be made. 
Each of the gold rimmed, light blue and white plates features 
the General fede of the RNZAF and: 
* Bears her Majesty the Queens’s permission to the issue. 
* Is serially numbered 
* Has a certificate of authenticity signed by the Chief of Air 
Staff and, 


ZA / * is contained in its own quality box. 
a PRICE $250 (incl GST) 


a 


- st APRIL To onde your RNZAF 50th Anniversary Commemorative Plate please 
Bee send $250.00 (includes G.S.T., packaging & postage) 
to: Air Force Museum,RNZAF Base Wigram, Christchurch, New Zealand. 


WE HEAR YOU. 


Boeing ASW Systems knows the 
silent inhabitants of the deep, and 
classifies which are natural, which 

_are friendly, and which are neither. 
We hear them. And we hear you. 


BOEING 


For more information, contact Donald A. Myers, The Boeing Company, P.O. Box 3999, M/S 2F-06, Seattle, WA 98124. (206) 764-8206. 
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~ WHAT HAPPENED IN 1937? 


| AEE 


HE ROYAL NEW ZEALAND AIR FORCE IS 50. But its beginnings 
can be traced to a time long before 1937; to a dusty, open 
paddock just outside Christchurch and to the foreshore of the 
Waitemata Harbour at Kohimarama. 


During the Great War of 1914 — 1919 there came into being the 


~_ Ganterbury Aviation Company at Sockburn and, separately, the New 
___ Zealand Flying School in Auckland. The name Henry Wigram, later Sir 
_ Henry, is stamped indelibly on the former; the latter was the child of the 
oS Walsh brothers Vivian and Leo. Between them these two commercial 
oe __ flying schools trained nearly 300 New Zealand airmen who went on to 
coe service in the Royal Flying Corps during the First World War. 


This had been the war to end all wars. History has been hard upon that 


SF Dope, but naturally enough when the war ended neither the New Zealand 
ge _ Government nor the public were much disposed to think about the 
changes aviation . might bring to their South Pacific fastness. A few 
~ visionaries dreamed dreams — among them Walsh, Bolt, Wigley, Betting- 
iy ton, Seabrook, Wigram, Wilkes, Isitt and others. Wigram, a public figure 
: of influence, insisted that the Government should take an interest in 
_ organising military aviation in particular. Eventually, in 1923, it did. At the 


Sockburn Airfield which had been gifted by Wigram for the purpose, and. 
about the nucleus of his Canterbury Aviation Company, the N ew Zealand 
Permanent Air Force was formed as part of the Army. 

Thus an air force has existed in New Zealand since 1923. In 1934 the 


“Only fools and birds fly, and 
birds don’t fly at night”’ 


Below, Two Hawker 
aircraft types which saw 
service in the early days 
are this Hind (below) and 
Tomtit (right). 


In the years building up 
to the formation of the 
RNZAF, the New 
Zealand Permanent Air 
Force was formed, as part 
of the Army. Below, one 
of the pilot courses poses 
by an Avro 504K trainer. 
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Permanent Air Force was renamed the Royal New Zealand Air Force, but 
it remained part of the Army. Then, on 1 April 1937 under the legislative 
authority of the Royal New Zealand Air Force Act, it was re-formed as a 
separate Service. _ 

Aviation had long had curiousity interest but the country had been 
uncharacteristically slow to grasp its full meaning, not only in the military 
dimension but also in the civil. Perhaps because of this the few early 


leading 


determined and colourful relief. Their history is rich in character and 
endeavour, and it has been ably chronicled. A recent publication 
especially relevant here is the excellent ‘Portrait of an Air Force” by 
Geoffrey Bentley, with paintings and other illustrations by Maurice 
Conly. Likewise the new Air Force Museum at Wigram seeks to chart and 
to preserve in responsible custody the nation’s military aviation past, so 
those yet to come may better understand why we have been where we 
have been, and the paths that took us there. 


PORTER 


ALLERIES 


presents 


A Sculpture to 
Commemorate the 50th Anniversary of the 
Royal New Zealand Air Force 


On the 1st April 1937 the Royal New Zealand Air 
Force became a separate arm of New Zealand’s 
Defence Forces. 


In recognition of the 50th Anniversary of this 
historic event the internationally renowned 
sculptor Rick Lewis and his company Hereford 
Fine China have been commissioned to produce a 
bone china sculpture of the New Zealand Eagle 
(Harpagornis). This eagle, now extinct, surmounts 
the Staff on which RNZAF Squadron standards are 
flown. These standards being awarded for 25 years 
operational service in the RNZAF or for especially 
outstanding operations. 


Each sculpture has been hand-crafted, hand- 
painted, and fired to perfection. The 
uncompromising demand for realism by sculptor 
Rick Lewis provides a wealth of detail and he has 
created a dramatic work which displays one of the 
largest and most powerful birds known to man. 


This collector's sculpture is a fitting 
commemorative to an historic event. The price of 
each work of art is just $320, (plus $32 GST), with 
payment in two convenient monthly instalments 
of $176. This price includes a mahogany base 
packing, insured delivery; and Porter Galleries 
guarantee of quality. 


© Porter Galleries 

A Division of Porter & Porter Limited, 
Grand Building, 9 Princes Street, 

PO Box 285, Auckland, 1. 

Telephone (09) 799-121 


Mail to: “RNZAF 50th Anniversary Sculpture” 
Air Force Museum 

RNZAF Base 

Wigram 

Christchurch 


Please accept my order for the Hereford fine bone china sculpture of 
the New Zealand Eagle to commemorate the 50th Anniversary of the 
Royal New Zealand Air Force at the issue price of $320 each (including 
postage, packaging, and insurance) plus $32 GST. 


Mr/Mrs/Miss 
Address 


Telephone 
© Porter Galleries 
A Division of Porter & Porter Ltd, 
Grand Building, 9 Princes Street, PO Box 285, Auckland, 1. 


Shown smaller than actual height of 7-1/4 inches. 
RESERVATION APPLICATION 


To order by telephone please call: 
Auckland (09) 799-121 (Collect) 


I wish to pay by the following method: 

O BY CASH/CHEQUE. I enclose my remittance of $176 as my 
reservation fee. I accept to pay the balance of $176 which will be 
invoiced in the month following receipt of my "RNZAF 50th 
Anniversary Sculpture”. 

QO BY CREDIT CARD. Following despatch of my “RNZAF 50th 
Anniversary Sculpture” please charge my Credit Card account with 
$176 each month for two months. 
O Bankcard OO) Visa 


Credit Card Number 
Credit Card Expiry Date 


OU Amex OO Diners 


Signature 


Please allow 4 weeks for delivery. Any “RNZAF 50th Anniversary 
Sculpture” may be returned within 14 days of delivery for replacement 
or refund if for any reason you are not satisfied with your purchase. All 
orders are subject to acceptance by Porter Galleries. 


AIRCRAFT MAINTENAN 
Phase servicing of Strikemaster Jet Tre 
undertaken in PAC’s Hamilton faci 


Pacific Aerospace Corporation, New Zealand's only Aircraft Manufacturer and leading Aviation 
Support Company, congratulates the RNZAF on their 50th Anniversary. We are proud of our 
relationship as a supplier of spare parfs and sub-coniractor. 


In addition fo the overhaul of pisfon engines and accessories for RNZAF aircraft, PAC also supply 
spares for major aviation companies including Avco Lycoming and Teledyne Continental 
Engines, Harlzell Propellers and Woodward Govemors, Champion Spark Plugs and Filters. 


Congratulations RNZAF on your first 50. We look forward to helping you meet the challenge 
of the next 50 years. 


pe 
PACIFIC AEROSPACE CORPORATION 


Pacific Aerospace Corporation Limited, Hamilton Airport, Hamilton. 
Private Bag, Hamilton, New Zealand. Telephone: (071) 436-144, 436-069. 
Telex: NZ 21242. 


1936. 
rT ZEALAND. 


REPORT ON THE 


Air Aspect of the Defence Problems 
of New Zealand, 


Including the suggested Duties, Strength, and Organization 
of the New Zealand Air Force. 


Sy Wing-Commander Hon. R. A. Cochrane, A.F.\ We 


Late in the 1930’s the 
RNZAF was already 
gearing up in preparation 
for the worst. 

At right; senior officials 
(including Cochrane, 
centre) review the 
RNZAF’s aircraft while, 
below Vincents train 
overhead Christchurch 
and, bottom, aircraft 
hangers are hastily built 
at Whenuapai and 
Ohakea. 


“If it moves, salute it. If it 
doesn't, paint it’’ 


YEARS 
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Cochrane had recognised the maritime quality of New Zealand’s 
position, and the strategic importance of the Singapore crossroads and the 
chains of islands arcing across our north. He proposed that the Govern- 
ment should buy two squadrons of bomber aircraft suited to our oceanic 
locality but also capable of reaching Singapore or the central South Pacific. 
Thirty Wellingtons were ordered. But neither Whenuapai nor Ohakea saw 
the aircraft for which they had been prepared. When war came in Europe, 
the RNZAF’s delivery crews were in the United Kingdom. The New 
Zealand Government offered both the Wellingtons and their crews to 
Britain; thus was formed Number 75 (NZ) Squadron, RAF. 

No 75 Squadron RNZAF serves today at Ohakea with Skyhawk aircraft. 
Their emphatic capacity to express national maritime air power has 
obvious modern parallels with what had been envisaged for the Welling- 
tons. So too, with supporting aircraft from Whenuapai, the Skyhawk can 
traverse the very same distances which preoccupied Cochrane more than 
fifty years ago. 
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BH PACIFIC 
Congratulates the 


ROYAL NEW ZEALAND 
AIR FORCE 


on its GOLDEN JUBILEE 


BH PACIFIC is committed to the continuation 


of the long association of the R.N.Z.A.F. 
with BELL HELICOPTERS 


THE PRESENT 


Pea: 


cea 


BELL SIOUX BELL IROQUOIS 


THE FUTURE 


BELL COMBAT SCOUT BELL 412 


BH Pacific Pty. Limited 


P.O. Box 18 Airfield Road 
Brisbane Airport. Ardmore. 
Queensland. Australia. 4007 New Zealand. 


— PH: (07)268-4077 PH: 299-6200 
BH Pacific TLX: 140397 FAX: (07)268-7815 TLX: 21472 
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THE SECOND WORLD WAR 


ETWEEN 1936 AND THE EVE OF WAR THE STRENGTH OF THE 

RNZAF INCREASED FROM ABOUT 150 TO ABOUT 750. Sizeable 

bases had been built but the events of 1939 overtook the delivery 

of their operational aircraft. The exsiting aircraft — fewer than 100 
included Tomtits, Grebes, Fairey IIIFs, Gordons, Vincents and, in the 
Territorial arm, Baffins; were all obsolete. 

This was not however a complete measure of New Zealand’s prepara- 
tions for the coming aerial conflict. Before the outbreak of war a “Civil 
Reserve” of volunteers had received elementary flying training through 
aero clubs. From this core pilots were made available to the RNZAF and 
the RAF. We had also agreed to participate in the ‘Empire Air Training 
Scheme, later renamed the British Commonwealth Air Training Plan. 
Under it there would be a network of elementary flying training 
Sa schools in New Zealand, Australia, Rhodesia, 
B { South Africa and India, while in Canada there 
i would be a number of advanced training 
schools. Thus the RNZAF would train pilots 
fully for itself and for the RAF, but also would 
prepare pilots and other aircrewmen for advan- 
ced training mainly in Canada. Schools were 
established at Taieri, Harewood, New 
: Plymouth and Whenupai in addi- 
jaa | tion to those at Wigram and 
oe Woodbourne (and — 
later Ohakea). 


ae FY Wet ings 
Clockwise from top, 
Mosquito night fighter of 
No 488 (NZ) Squadron 
RAF: “ There I was’, No 
485 (NZ) Squadron RAF; 
“Time hack” for New 
Zealand crews in the 
RAF; 
Two eggs became the 
standard breakfast back 
home after a bombing 
raid over Germany. 


“The two things a fighter pilot 
likes to hear: No dear I’m not 
pregnant, and night flying ts 
cancelled” 


FIRST 50 YEARS 


An initial training school was set up in the Centennial Buildings at 
Rongotai, but was moved to Levin and enlarged. 

Initially the focus was on events on the far side of the world, although 
the actions of German sea Raiders in New Zealand waters caused great 
concern — and frantic activity — and brought sobering recognition of our 
local vulnerabilities. Maritime surveillance tasks were undertaken using 
whatever aircraft were available. The implications should Japan enter the 
war were uncomforting. Indeed, 
at an international Defence Con- 
ference early in 1939 this pos- 
sibility had prompted a proposi- 
tion that New Zealand should 
build air bases in Fiji and also 
undertake aerial reconaissance ef- 
fort in Tonga and the (then) New 
Hebrides. Short “Singapore III” 
flying-boats, formed as No 5 
Squadron, arrived in Fiji in 1941. 

Japan burst outward. In Sin- 
gapore, the gallant No 488 Bgnadran RNZAF and it its Buffalo sical with 
No 1 Aerodome Construction Squadron, abruptly discovered at first hand 
the dire results of grand strategic miscalculation. This and the Japanese 
thrust through the central and western Pacific transformed the most 
feared contingencies into reality, and the balances changed with an 
appalling speed. The Government faced agonising decisions about 
priorities. The nation set about meeting the demands of near and distant 

™ theatres at one and the same time. 

At home all available aircraft were 
inducted into the RNZAF. 
“Operational’’ squadrons were formed | 
using obsolete military and civilian ma- 
chines. Many of these, including some 
Tiger Moths, were camouflaged and 
fitted with bomb racks. A handful of 
Hudson bombers and Kittyhawk fight- 
ers arrived, having been diverted from 
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“Night flying is dangerous be- 
cause everybody knows black air 
hasn't got any lift’ 


Top Right: VC award 
winner Sergeant Jimmy 
Ward is congratulated 
after his ordeal. 


Right: RNZAF Lockheed 
Ventura bombers. 


Below: A New Zealand 
navigator inside a Vickers 
Wellington Bomber, of 
No 75 (NZ) Squadron 
RAF, takes a ‘sun shot’ 
with his sextant. 


Below Right: Displaying 
it’s D-Day stripes, a 
Typhoon fighter/bomber 
of No 486 (NZ) Squadron 
RAF, pauses to refuel 
and re-arm. 


T H E FIRST 50 YEARS 


Britain’s Lend-Lease allocations. 

On the far side of the world in the Royal Air Force, 
New Zealanders served in seven specially-formed 
squadrons given the descriptive title (NZ). No 75 was 
one of them, as were 485 to 490. But of the 11,000 New 
Zealand airmen who saw service with the RAF, fewer 
than 10% served in these particular units. The greater 
number served as individuals with RAF squadrons, in as 
all commands and in all theatres, spread from Britain to Europe to the 
Mediterranean, to North Africa to the Far East. One-third were posted 
killed or missing; nearly 600 became prisoners of war. Many were 
decorated, some more than once. Three were awarded the Victoria Cross; 
Sergeant Jimmy Ward, Flying Officer Lloyd Trigg and Squadron Leader 
Leonard Trent. 


“The only reason it doesn’t fly 
lower is because it hasn't got 
flush rivets’ 


Clockwise from top right: 
Servicing crews swarm 
around an F4U Corsair 
during a “turnaround” in 
the Pacific; Maurice 
Conly painted “Avengers 
over Rabaul’’; and 
captured this P40 
Kittyhawk and its pilot, 
as an Official wartime 
artist. 
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In the Pacific the RNZAF established 
itself as quickly as manpower, the train- 
ing streams and the supply of aircraft 
permitted. A Mutual Aid Pact between 
New Zealand and the United States 


this expansion. Domestic installations 
multipled to more than 35, and their 
activities diversified. New squadrons 
came into being and moved out to 
range the South-West Pacific, but their 
main actions took place in the area from 
the New Hebrides through the de- 
bilitating advance along the chain of the 
Solomons and the Bismark Ar- 
chipelago. A pattern emerged in which 
the ground crews were formed into so- 
called Maintenance (later Servicing) 
Units and were stationed forward for 12 to 18 months, whereas the aircrew 
of the numbered operating squadrons were deployed on a repeating cycle 
which varied from six to twelve weeks. Of the 24 new squadrons to serve 
in the Pacific, Numbers 14 to 26 Squadrons flew Kittyhawk or Corsair 
fighters; there were as well bomber squadrons with Hudsons and 
Venturas, still others with Dauntless and Avenger dive bombers or 
Catalina flying-boats, and yet others with Dakota or Lodestar transports 
(later joined by a small number of Sunderland flying boats.) There was 
also a sizeable fleet of RNZAF marine craft throughout the Pacific, in 
association with flying boats but also in aircrew sea rescue duties and even 
supply. 

When the war ended the RNZAF had produced some 42,000 trained 
airmen and women from a beginning of fewer than 1,000. At home and in 
the Pacific there were 30,000 with more than 1,200 aircraft. With those in 
Europe and elsewhere New Zealanders had seen air service in every 
theatre of the war. They had met the challenges in full and in the spirit of 
the nation. 
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TEE EM & PILOT OFFICER PRUNE 


Well known to many thembers who served in the 
RAF and RNZAF during the war are the publication 
TEE EM and the character Pilot Officer Prune. The TEE 
EM was actually T.M. which stood for Training 
Memoranda which began being issued in April 1941 to 
all aircrew. These T.M.’s were in fact the origins of the 
flight safety magazines of today’s air forces. P/O Prune 
was a character contained in TEE EM and was the man 
who “had nothing to learn” and who “simply never 


had accidents”. He was also familiar to members of the 
RNZAF through CONTACT magazine. 

P/O Prune thought he knew it all, but of course in 
reality he didn’t and like many unfortunate aircrew 
during the war, he DID have accidents some of which 
were very preventable. Thus there arose, in recognition 
of such SNAFUs, “THE MOST HIGHLY DE- 
ROGATORY ORDER OF THE IRREMOVEABLE FIN- 
GER”. One occasion in which the award was made is 


reproduced below: 


HE MOST HIGHLY DEROGATORY ORDER OF 

THE IRREMOVABLE FINGER (Patron: Officer Prune) 
is this month awarded to P/O — for completely Superfluous Devotion 
to Duty. 
This nitiicer on returning at night from a bombing raid in very poor 
visibility discovered he had accidentally set red on black and so had 
for some hours been flying on a reciprocal instead of the course for 
home. Realising his mistake he then set course for base (270°) 
expecting to get no further than Holland if lucky. When the fuel at 
last gave out—as he anticipated — he made a good forced landing and 
at once set fire to his aircraft to prevent it falling into enemy hands. 
He and his crew then made a quick escape across the countryside — 
only to find themselves almost immediately opposite the “Rose & 


P.O. PRUNE 
has nothing to 
learn. 


simply never 
has accidents.”’ 


CONTACT! 


The word has vitality. Used as a signal for turning on 
the “‘mag’’ switches in a Tiger Moth prior to swinging 
the propellor, it also means keeping in touch. 

It was more with the latter in mind that the RNZAF’s 
CONTACT Magazine grew into being. Its origins go 
back to March 1941 when it was produced at RNZAF 
Station Levin as a magazine covering station life and 
work in a wartime airforce. It quickly grew to encom- 
pass the stations at New Plymouth and Ohakea. The 


production of CONTACT was in line with publications: 
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‘““P.O.PRUNE Crown,” Little Muddycombe, England. 


at several other large stations, and the same period saw 


| AIRMAN produced for station personnel at When- 


uapai, SPITFIRE at Rongotai, WINDSOCK at Wood- 
bourne and TAIEONAUTICS at Taieri. (Wigram didn’t 
produce one). ; 

But paper and resources were scarce, and six months 
later all magazines had been combined into the one 
publication - CONTACT - for all bases, and by May 
1942 the magazine’s quarto size had been reduced to its 
more familiar smaller size. 

The magazine’s first editor was LAC J. Warren-Jones | 
assisted by artist Peter Renai, but as the magazine grew 
it came under the editorship of Michael Ruane while the 
artwork, layout and printing was taken over by Maurice 
Conly who was to become renowned as an official 
RNZAF artist and to remain with CONTACT until its 
production ceased. As CONTACT grew so did its 
contents which eventually encompassed all RNZAF 
activity at home and abroad. 

Those working behind the scenes to produce CON- 
TACT described themselves as a group of “medical 
wrecks”, their ailments ranging from flat feet and burst 
ear drums, to strokes. As well as becoming very popular 
with servicemen and women, the production quickly 
became fully self sufficient and quite profitable (it cost a 
shilling), its proceeds going to the National Patriotic 
Fund. 

Production of CONTACT was discontinued not long 
after the war ended, in December 1945. It was resurrec- 
ted briefly in the early 1950s as the Royal New Zealand 
Air Force Association magazine. 
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Palmerston North 927 


Presented by Radio Station 2ZA Palmerston North 
in association with the Bank of New Zealand 


on 1125 KHz (AM) 


Live from Ohakea 8.00 am — 6.00 pm 
With Announcers Mike O’Sullivan and Russell Harris 
supported by various RNZAF announcers. 


Bringing you continuous 
FLYING COMMENTARIES 
PUBLIC INFORMATION 
TRAFFIC INFORMATION 
GROUND DISPLAY DETAILS 
GUEST INTERVIEWS 
AND MUCH MORE... 


Stay informed minute by minute 
about the Air Pageant 
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RNZAF LAYOUT AND FACILITIES MAP 
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1937 — 1987 
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Static Aircraft Display 
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The following persons are among those who have been directly 
responsible for the planning and organisation of this 


50th Anniversary Two-Day Air Pageant: 


FLYING DISPLAY Wing Commander J.5. Barclay 
GROUND DISPLAY Wing Commander R.A. Keown 
SUPPLY AND SUPPORT Squadron Leader M.P. Murdoch 
ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT Squadron Leader M.M. Simpson 
STATIC DISPLAYS Squadron Leader G.W. Alexander 
AIR MOVEMENTS -— MILITARY Flight LieutenantJ.J.Coll 

— CIVIL Squadron Leader I.G. Wood 
EMERGENCY SERVICES Squadron Leader H.H. Francis 
PUBLICITY 3 Flight Lieutenant J.K. Duxfield 


PRESS INFORMATION ao Squadron Leader B.R. Anderson 
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Gates open to the public 
Historic aircraft flying display commences 


This display includes aircraft that have been 
associated with the RNZAF in the past, but which 
are now civilian owned, including the Tiger Moth, 
Auster, Dominie, Harvard, Devon Mustang and 
Beaver, amongst others. 


Historic aircraft flying display concludes 
Mock battle commences 

Mock battle concludes 

Flying display commences 


Parachute Training and Support Unit display 
Boeing 727 display 

Airtrainer formation aerobatics 

Andover display 

Mirage III display (Royal Australian Air Force) 
Cessna 421C Golden Eagle display 

3 x C130 Hercules display 

2 x Sioux helicopter display 

F111 display (Royal Australian Air Force) 
Caribou display (Royal Australian Air Force) 
Strikemaster display 

UH1 Iroquois helicopter display 

F27 Fokker Friendship display 

Wasp helicopter display 

F18 Hornet display (Royal Australian Air Force) 
P3 Orion display 

C144 Challenger display (Canadian Armed Forces) 
Precision aerobatics by Skyhawk team 


Flying display concludes 
Closure of ground displays 
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gether, Rolls-Royce provide power for more than 16,000 
mi itary engines in 83 military aircraft types in 8/ countries. 
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ROLLS-ROYCE plc, 65 BUCKINGHAM GATE, LONDON SWIE 6AT. 
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Right: 

Maurice Conly captured 
this Sunderland scene at 
Laucala Bay — or Lauthala 
Bay it was referred to by 
the RNZAF. 


Below: 

Pride and joy of the TAF 
or Territorial Air Force 
were these P-51D North 
American Mustang 
fighter/bombers which 


were allocated for several = had eluded even the enemy in battle, the scale of the problem of war- | 

years to four ‘main : ‘ . ‘ 

centre’ (No’s 1, 2, 3 and time aircraft was reduced with such reformist gusto that almost every- 

4) squadrons. thing was destroyed without favour. Swords were beaten into plough- 
Ss shares with an energy to confound latter day 

museum curators! 

In the early 1950’s Mosquitos became Vampires 
and the RNZAF entered the jet age. New Zealan- 
ders thrilled for the first time to the spectacle of jet 
aircraft flying in close formation aerobatics. Trans- 
port Hastings and Bristol Freighters were pur- 
chased. Sunderlands replaced Catalinas at Hobson- 
ville, and at Lauthala Bay in Fiji. Numbers 1, 2,3, and 4 
Territorial Squadrons remained with the Mustang for 
a time. Thus the shape prescribed earlier maintained 
its substance. Number 14 Squadron moved to Cyprus 
with Venoms on loan from the RAF, and later rede- 
ployed to Singapore as part of the Commonwealth Strategic Reserve, 
flying Venom aircraft on loan during the Malayan Emergency. And for the | 
first time the RNZAF roundel appeared in Antarctica, worn by Auster and | 
Beaver aircraft. | 

But changes were in the wind. The Territorial squadrons lost their 
Mustang aircraft for Harvards, and then in 1957 lost their existence. The 
base at Taieri was closed. Number 14 Squadron was repatriated in 1958 to 
convert to Canberra bombers; Number 75 replaced it in Singapore, flying 
Canberras leased from the RAF. 


<3 4 3 
Rs seen . eS 


A formation of Harvards 
of the Territorial Air 
Force make their way 
over Newlands, 
Wellington in the 1950's. 


“There I was at forty thousand 
feet with nothing on the clock 
but the makers name, so I broke 
the glass and read home by 
brail”’ 
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The RNZAF operated a 
variety of aircraft in the 
1960’s — a period of 
substantial re-equipment. 
The aircraft types 
included, above from top, 
the Douglas Dakota, the 
de Havilland Devon, the 
Bell 47 Sious Army 
Battlefield support, 
helicopter and below, the 
Lockheed Orion 
i 


“The weather ts so. crook the 
seagulls are all walking and the 
fish are at anchor” 


FIRS T 50 Y EARS 


ee aa oe aca 
==} ARLY IN THE 1960'S OUR SEAWAYS WERE STILL WATCHED 
OVER BY SUNDERLANDS AND WERE BRIDGED BY HASTINGS 
TRANSPORTS. The Sunderland was of Second World War 

iL..4 vintage; and the Hastings, though younger and of thoroughly 
sound pedigree, had also had its day. 

Technology had advanced at relentless pace. Generations behind, the 
great Sunderland yielded with grace to the hunter Orion. And so the 
RNZAF departed the business of flying-boats, something with which it 
and its antecedents had been associated since the days of the Walsh 
Brothers’ enterprise at Kohimarama in 1915. This also foreshadowed No 5 
Squadron’s repatiation from Fiji, whence it had operated flying-boats 
since 1941. The base at Lauthala Bay in Suva is now home to the University 
of the South Pacific. And there ended an era during which flying-boats of 
the RNZAF plied the South Pacific at unglamorous speeds, but reliably, to 
guard, and to bring help where needed to many distressed airmen and 
mariners, and to isolated, waterbound communities from Tarawa to the 
Chatham Islands and Guadalcanal to Penrhyn. 


nea ae ee 
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Introduced in the 1960's 
were Lockheed Hercules 
transports which went on 
to provide sterling service 
to the RNZAF and the 
nation. They are still in 
service. 


“Propellor pitch doesn’t come in 
tins”’ 


For a time RNZAF transport crews were seconded to Tasman Empire 
Airways Limited (later to become Air New Zealand) to fly its DC6 Aircraft; 
these aircraft were then taken over by the Service as an interim 
replacement for the Hastings. Finally the Hercules replaced both. This 
workhorse of great capacity has ranged worldwide in RNZAF service. Not 
least, it made possible national air support to scientific exploration in 
Antarctica. Each summer for twenty years Number 40 Squadron Hercules 
have flown Operation ICE CUBE, the New Zealand contribution to DEEP 
FREEZE, a series of flights south from Christchurch undertaken jointly 
with United States aircraft, in integrated support of the New Zealand 
Department of Scientific and Industrial Research and the American 
National Science Foundation. 

Also in this eventful decade the RNZAF ventured into helicopters, 
bringing the wartime and Territorial Number 3 Squadron out of re- 
tirement. These aircraft too have contributed widely in many fields of 
endeavour both within and outside their military roles, and are as well 
known around the Pacific in mercy missions as the Sunderlands once 
were. Similarly at home the seadrome at Hobsonville was beached along 
with the Sunderlands, as it were, and the place became the RNZAF’s main 
helodrome. 

Meantime, having operated through part of the Malayan Emergency, 
Number 75 Squadron had returned from Singapore in 1962. Number 14 
Squadron with Canberra aircraft returned there through 1965 and 1966 in 
response to the so-called “confrontation” by Indonesia of the new 
Federation of Malaysia and Singapore. Between 1967 and 1972 a number 
of RNZAF Strike Wing and helicopter pilots were loaned respectively to 
the United States Air Force as forward air controllers, and to the Royal 
Australian Air Force’s Number 9 Squadron for active service in the 
Republic of Vietnam (some NZ Army helicopter pilots were similarly 
loaned). In all about one-third of them received awards of gallantry. 
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Bell Melk 
is proud to elute 
ihe: 


Royal New Zealand 
Air Force 


en rs 
Golden Jubilee. 


Fifty years of a magnificent 
heritage and an outstanding history. 


Congratulations to the Royal New 
Zealand Air Force as you celebrate the 
arrival of this important milestone. 
And count on the continued support 
of Bell Helicopter in the years to come. 


The future is ours by design. 


Bell Helicopter{j>d3.¢),] 


A Subsidiary of Textron Inc. 


© 1987 Bell Helicopter Textron Inc. 
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THE 19708 LINEAGE; FREIGHTERS, 
FIGHTERS AND TRAINERS 


NOW, MORE THAN TWENTY YEARS ON, THE HERCULES, 
ORIONS AND IROQUOIS PURCHASED IN THE 1960’S HAVE 
SHOWN EXTRAORDINARY DURABILITY. They might have some 
way to go in comparison with such as the Dakota and the 
Harvard, both of which were retired from the RNZAF during the 1970's. 
But that they can be bracketed at all with aircraft of such lineage defines 
their own class. 
The Bristol Freighter also belongs with this elite. Its 
' distinctive bulbous nose and generally awkward ap- 
pearance gave false clue to its worth, for the “Ugly” bore 
RNZAF colours to profoundly good effect at home and 
abroad for more than 25 years. Number 41 Squadron when 
recalled from Singapore in 1977 had completed 22 years’ 
service there; the unit was disbanded and its Freighters 
were retired as Andovers were brought into service with 
the re-formed Number 1 Squadron. 
Number 41 Squadron had contributed usefully during 


Above: A Bristol s /¥ =e rf all 
Freighter over Malayan : / : ) Fr 
jungle. 


Cockpit views of the 
RNZAF’s two Lockheed 
purchases show, right, a 
Hercules approaching a 
Pacific Island airstrip and, 
bottom right, meal time 
on an Orion oceanic 


patrol flight. 


Pf 


x 


“confrontation”. From Singapore it § 
had supported the units of New 
Zealand’s V-Force in combat in the 
Republic of Vietnam. It had been wit- 
ness to a lusty growth of nationhood 
in the region, in the lineage of the 
British Commonwealth of Nations. It 4 
saw the Far East Air Force and the 
Commonwealth Strategic Reserve 
come and go. So too for the skeletal 
“I thought you had control’ staff apparatus of the South East Asia 
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“What you don’t know won't 
hurt you, it will kill you’ 


Iroquois helicopters have 
been put to use on 
numerous occasions in 
aiding the civil 
community in New 
Zealand and (above), 
Pacific Island nations. 
The Skyhawk, above 
right, was introduced 
into the service in the 
early 1970’s and went to 
No 75 Squadron, while 
the Strikemaster, right, 
replaced the Vampire and 
went to No 14 Squadron. 


FIRS T 50 YEARS 


Treaty Organisation in Thailand, based on the Manila Treaty; and the 
inter-Government arrangements expressing the common interests of New 
Zealand, Britain, Australia, Singapore and Malaysia, which also governed 
the nature of the unit’s tasks, had changed shape several times in later 
years. 

Although Numbers 14 and 75 Squadrons have had no permanent 
station in Singapore since 1966, one or the other has deployed to the 
region regularly in a series of exercises known as VANGUARD. At first 
with Canberras but later with Skyhawks, these deployments of fighting 
aircraft continued, to common benefit and in robust friendship with the 
nations concerned. Cochrane would have approved. 


V7 


The Skyhawk too comes from a proud lineage. Taken aboard in 1970, 
these small but rugged fighter-bombers have amply proved themselves in | 
other parts of the world. Though no longer at the top of the scale of | 
capability as these things go, the Skyhawk nevertheless has attributes still 
useful in the service of New Zealand. 

By the middle of the decade the Harvard and the Devon had come to the 
end of their remarkable run as pilot and aircrew trainers. Basic pilot 
training was taken over by the New Zealand-developed Airtrainer — also 
sold to Australia and Thailand - and advanced pilot training by the 
Strikemaster. The Friendship took over from the Devon in training 
navigators and air electronics crews. 
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MG DEFENDER 


HERE’S THE MOST 


COST-EFFECTIVE ANSWER 
TO ALL YOUR 
HELICOPTER NEEDS. 


Sophisticated and fully integrated, or equipped 
only with paramilitary essentials, the McDonnell 
Douglas MG Defender is the best buy you can 
fly...the most price-competitive helicopter in the 
industry. 

And the paramilitary version — which Is the 
basic helicopter — lets you choose the exact 
weapons and mission capabilities and equipment 
you need. 

The McDonnell Douglas paramilitary MG 
Defender is your most armed defense, 
surveillance, ambulance/rescue, utility/lift and 
aisaster control to border and coastal patrol and 
protection. This versatile helicopter can be 
configured with the most advanced state-of-art 
weapon systems and paramilitary or scout 
equipment to meet your threat 
requirements...without exceeding your buaget. 

When it comes to basics, the paramilitary 
version gives you the same high-visibilty crew 
Station and the same outstanding reliability and 
combat-proven performance you get with a fully 
equipped integrated MG Defender. You add 
avionics and mission equipment as your 
particular requirements dictate. 


Motor Holdings (Aviation Limited) bbb 


Phone 796-443 Head Office: 7th Floor Eden House 
Telex: NZ 60682 44 Khyber Pass 
P O Box 8892 Auckland New Zealand 


Motor Holdings 
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os opportunity arose to purchase ten Sai wks ‘hitherto operated ny the : 
Royal. Australian Navy. By modernising the resulting combined fleet, a 

: tespectable force could be maintained, with flexibility conferred by the . 
le numbers of aircraft. And s SO Number 2 ee was s recalled to 
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In 1986, a British Airways 
Concorde visited New 
Zealand for the first time. 
On arrival at Mangere it 
was greeted by a flight of 
Skyhawks from No 75 : | 
Squadron. 


TODAYS RNZAF 


BOUT 4,300 MEN AND WOMEN 
COMPRISE TODAY’S RNZAF. The 
Squadrons which they serve to keep in 
the air are, at Ohakea, Number 2 (Skyh- 
awk), Number 14 (Strikemaster) and Number 75 
(Skyhawk). At Auckland are Number 3 (Iroquois, 
Sioux, Wasp), Number 5 (Orion), Number 40 
(Hercules, Boeing 727) and Number 42 (An- 
dover). In addition there are two autonomous 
Flights; Number 104 (Cessna) at Woodbourne and N umber 141 feegcai 
in Singapore. The Flying Training Wing at Wigram operates Airtrainers, 
Sioux and Friendships. 
The 1987 Review of Defence Policy sets out the major deterrent role 
which falls to an air force, mentioning in that context the capability to 
engage ships and submarines at a distance. This will bear upon the 


“Situation normal — all fouled as ae . : : 
up! (SNAFU) Skyhawk modernisation, which is about to begin. It will be incorporated 
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A C130H Lockheed 
Hercules transport of No. 
40 Squadron in it’s new 
camouflage scheme. 


Below Right: A Bell 
Iroquois helicopter of 
No. 3 Squadron. 


“Because, that's why’’ 


THE AIR TRAINING CORPS 


Finally, the Review emphasises the need to maintain an effective 
training system. 

These things stand to affect most of the Air force, if not all. But one of the 
chief characteristics of air power is that it is flexible and, as remarked 
elsewhere, the RNZAF is no stranger to change. As it has done across the 
last 50 years, and before, it will rise to the occasion. 


The Air Training Corps in New Zealand was formed 
in 1941 and was designed to give potential airmen 
valuable basic knowledge of their future profession. 
Within a year of founding, the strength of the ATC was 
4,223, and by August 1944 it had grown to 9,300 cadets. 


Today, the ATC is part of the New Zealand Cadet 
Forces (NZCF). Its primary provider of support is the 
Air Cadet League which is an umbrella organisation 
bringing together the Royal New Zealand Air Force 
Association, the Air League, and the Brevet Clubs. 


The ATC offers young men and women aged 13 to 18 
years programmes of personal development and 
leadership using outdoor activities and military-style 
training. The RNZAF and Ministry of Defence provide 
regional training officers, accommodation, wages and 
other facilities to the ATC for some training courses and 
camps. 


The RNZAE, Air New Zealand and the Walsh Broth- 
ers Memorial Trust bring 16, 12 and two cadets respec- 
tively, to solo flying standard each year at various 
training camps. 

There are 50 squadrons throughout New Zealand. 
RNZAF offices have contact information. 
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Above: Harvards of one 
of the early Red Checkers 
teams. 

Below: the team practices 
in their New Zealand 
built Airtrainers. 


“Tf you haven't done it before, 
you can't do it now” 


THE RED CHECKERS 


HE RED CHECKERS” IS THE OFFICIAL NAME GIVEN TO THE 
RNZAF’S WIGRAM FORMATION AEROBATIC TEAM. Other 
RNZAF teams have been formed using Vampires, Strikema- 
sters and Skyhawks and, overseas, other air forces have 
similar teams such as the Red Arrows of the Royal Air Force, the 
Thunderbirds of the United States Air Force, and the Blue Angels of 
the United States Navy. 

The RNZAF Red Checkers has its origins in the early 1960s when a 
three-man Harvard aerobatic team was formed within the Central Fly- 
ing School (CFS) at Wigram. This was not the first time such formation 
aerobatics had been carried out in New Zealand, in fact the CFS at 
Tauranga during World War Two used to loop three Harvards — tied 
together! 

The three-man Wigram team grew to four and then five Harvards, 
and each aircraft was fitted with smoke generators to allow them to 
trail plumes of white smoke. Their display “routine’”’ involved forma- 
tion aerobatics by four of the aircraft, interspersed with solo aerobatics 
by the fifth Harvard, although five-man formations and aerobatics 
were also flown. It was in the mid-1960s that the team took up the 
name ‘‘Red Checkers” and the CFS pilots became supplemented by in- 
structors from the Pilot Training Squadron also in Wigram. 

Although the team’s name has remained the same, many different 
RNZAF pilots — all volunteers — have flown in various teams, each 
looking upon the opportunity as a demanding, but rare and reward- 
ing, experience and a complementary contrast to the day-to-day flying 
instruction. 


sckers team is now 
and other public 
pageants. The 
1ocumentary. 


AS 350 LiEcureuil: 

The Affordable, 

Light Multimission Helicopter 
For New Zealand’s Air Force. 


The AS 350 L1 Ecureuil is the most And it’s available with a complete 
modern combat helicopter in its class range of combat-tested fire-support 
in the world. systems. 
It can also fly further, and with The Ecureuil is now in service with 
more passengers and useful load 22 armed forces around the world, inclu- 
aboard, than any other helicopter in ding several in the South Pacific region. 
its class. All of which makes the AS 350 L1 
The AS 350 L1 Ecureuil is a top Ecureuil the sensible, cost-effective 
performer at high altitudes and in system to meet RNZAF’s training and 
extreme temperature conditions, too. security mission requirements. 
sOEPO. 
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Now the Flying Dutchman 
__isalegend in the Pacific. 


The legend of the original 
Flying Dutchman, a phantom 
ship occasionally sighted off 
the African coast, began late 
inthe 17th 


highlight the firm base of 
technical professionalism that 
underlies the enterprise and 
resource inherent in 

the Fokker name 


century. Impressive sales in 
Over 60 Australia, the USA and 
years ago an Europe confirm 
Australian aviator, the continuing 
Charles Kingsford confidence in the 
Smith, another legend, es. = Fokker company, 
Flew across the Pacific 40004, | the confidence 
to Australia in his mm te, that has 
now famous created 
plane the ae ae ihn  ° 06 the 
Southern ns — | mm. Ten ; aw? legend. 
Cross, a ie . a a. i 
olane manufactured by a 


company founded by another 
famous aviator — Fokker. 


Anthony G. Fokker formed 


the Fokker company in the Pacific region. Many of 


Holland in 1919 with factories | 
on both sides of the Atlantic. sue Healey ane 


Leading bedi field. — backbone in the area. 
Since the companys birth, On-going Thrust. 

Fokker has been set cs alae in 1983 of two 
pace in many areas of the newcommercialtransport =F : 
aircraft industry, aircraft: the Fokker 50, a 50- ee leet ai 

_ The Royal Netherlands passenger, twin turbo-prop 3rd floor. 88 Franklin Street 
Aircraft Factory Fokker, has and the Fokker 100, a 100- MELBOURNE VIC. 3000 ‘ 
delivered some 155 F27 seat, twin fan-jet, exemplifies Saana ‘ (03)3290555 
Friendships and 16 F28 our commitment to the Fax. (08) 3291625 


Fellowships to countries in future These aircraft Telex AA 333119 


HIS FINE BOOK OUTLINING 

THE HISTORY OF THE ROYAL 

NEW ZEALAND AIR FORCE was 

commissioned by the RNZAF and 
is being launched to coincide with the 
Service’s 50th Anniversary celebrations. It 
is written by Geoffrey Bentley and _ illus- 
trated by Maurice Conly, published by 
Grantham House and is on sale for $44.95 
(includes G.S.T.). 

In compiling “Portrait of an Air Force”, 
Wing Commanders Bently and Conly — 
both veterans of service in the RNZAF - 
have come up with an excellent blend of 
text, photograph, charcoal drawing, map, 
sketch and colour painting to produce a 
very relevant and exceedingly presentable 
work. 

The ‘’Portrait’” begins by seeking out the 
origins of today’s air force from the early 
advocacy of Henry Wigram and the forma- 
tion of the flying schools at Kohimarama 
and Sockburn, and then follows the post- 
World War One hiatus and the years of 
Governmental indifference through to the 
development of the NZPAF and then the 
modest ‘Cochrane plan’’ formulated exac- 
tly fifty years ago. 

The rapid development forced upon the 
young Service by the advent of World War 
Two is then covered, and the achievements 
of many New Zealand units which saw ac- 
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tive service in Europe and the South West 
Pacific recounted, a number in some detail. 

The book covers the restructuring years 
of the RNZAF after World War Two and 
touches on the part played by a number of 
RNZAF units operating in such places as 
Japan, Cyprus, Berlin, Singapore, the An- 
tarctic, Malaya and South Vietnam. RNZAF 
activities in Burma, China and the Soviet 
Union are also covered. The book then 
follows the progress of the RNZAF up to 
the present day. 

Appendices list RNZAF squadrons and 
their commanders including the (NZ) 
squadrons of the Royal Air Force during 
World War Two. The names of successive 
chiefs of Air Staff, and the types and brief 
specifications of aircraft operated by the 
RNZAF are also listed. 

In addition to being essential reading for 
military and aviation historians, ‘Portrait of 
an Air Force” is a must for all those who 
have served in the RNZAF over the years, 
as well as for those still serving. A record 
of their service would be incomplete with- 
out it. 

For an autographed copy of “Portrait of 
an Air Force’ send your name, address 
and $46.95 (includes G.S.T. and $2.00 for 
postage and handling) to Air Force 
Museum, RNZAF Base Wigram, Christ- 
church, NZ. 


More than 400 Tucanos have been 
ordered in the last 8 years by Air Forces 
of countries like Great-Britain, Brazil, 
Egypt, Iraq to name but a few. 


The Tucano is always the first choice 
when it comes to high training efficiency 
at low operating costs. 


The Tucano is the only basic trainer 
designed from the outset around a 
turboprop engine with all-new airframe, 


cockpit and systems, simulating the 
environment and handling 
characteristics of a modern jet fighter. 


The Tucano has the best all around 
visibility for both trainee and instructor, 
thanks to the single-piece canopy and 
staggered tandem seating arrangement. 


The Tucano introduced the single-lever 
engine/propeller control concept that 
reduces transition time to pure jet 


aircraft, and ejection seats as standard 
equipment. 


Call Embraer - Intl. Sales Division - 
Phone: (123) 25-1878 - 

Tlx: (891) 1238589-Brazil, and find out. 
all about this best seller. 
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by EMBRAER 


Above: A Bristol 
Freighter — an RNZAF 
workhorse for many 
years — is preserved in 
camouflaged livery at 
Wigram. 


Below: A dramatic 
comeback from the past 
has been made by this 
1930’s Avro 626 pilot 
trainer, following its 
restoration in the 1980’s. 


Preserved in the 
Museum is a Vampire jet 
fighter/bomber one of 
which if shown here 
“lighting up.’’. 


“I wonder if the chiefy knows” 


TO PRESERVE OUR HERITAGE 


ae 
N 1939, MILITARY AVIATION IN NEW ZEALAND WAS ONLY 16 


YEARS OLD - just a few years younger than its first volunteers for 
World War Two. Like those young men, the Air Force was too 
pre-occupied with the task in hand to give thought to yesterday. 
Those were turbulent and tumultuous times, marked by rapid change 
which created aspirations for faster machines and newer equipment. 
That which was superseded and obsolete was rejected, and thus his- 
tory was thrown away, burned or buried. 

This attitude persisted into the eventful 1950s and 1960s when the 
RNZAF was often operationally committed overseas, but gradually, 
the Service, like the veterans of the war years, came of an age to look 
back and reflect on years of exciting service at home and abroad. Then 
it was time to preserve the memories, to record the history, and to 
share the pride in achievement. 

Because the preservation of New Zealand’s aviation history initially 
fell to others, parts of the Air Force story could be found in a variety 
of museums and collections throughout the coun- 
try. In an endeavour to draw the story together, 
and to tell it with accuracy, insight, and sympathy, 
the RNZAF Museum was established at RNZAF 
Base Wigram in 1979. 

Within a short time the Museum had acquired a 
small staff, a hangar for storage of aircraft and 


tomers Other artefacts, and an ambition to expand. Several 


expansion plans were proposed, centred on the 
original Museum location in the south-west corner 
of the Base, and a national support structure — the 
Friends of the RNZAF Museum -— was established. 
Fundraising for a purpose-built complex commen- 
ced in 1983, but it was not until 1984 that the 
present concept emerged. 

For some years the RNZAF had sought to establ- 
ish a tertiary level institution at’ Wigram which 
would conduct all officer training from undergraduate officer cadet 
through to senior staff officer level, and to meet these requirements an 
RNZAF College was proposed. The college would link academically 
with the University of Canterbury, and would house a comprehensive 
air power library as well as the Air Force’s archival material — written, 
pictorial and electronic. It would thus become a venue for serious re- 


Museum aircraft at 


Wigram prior to moving 
to their new location on 
the base. 


“Who did that bloody landing, 


the tail gunner?!” 


search and aviation studies — but 
that was a role which the em- 
bryonic Museum had _ already 
begun to play. 

By the beginning of 1985, the 
Museum had emerged as the Re- 
search Studies Department of 
the proposed RNZAF College, 

e : ' and because the College was to 
be stablished in the derthem sector of the Base, so the Museum loca- 
tion changed. An existing hangar would become the Aircraft Hall, and 
would link to a new building near the main entrance to Wigram. 

The dual function of the proposed facility was acknowledged by the 
Government and the project became a joint venture between the 
Crown and the RNZAF Museum Trust Board. Construction commen- 
ced in December 1985 and was completed in early 1987. Display 
preparation parallelled construction and fitting-out followed, the 
Museum being opened to the public on 1 April 1987 as part of the- 
RNZAF’S Golden Jubilee celebrations. 

The new building contains a main hall with a memorial alcove, a 
theatrette, a shop and cafeteria, display galleries, and archival areas. It 
also houses the Wigram base libraries and Education Squadron, thus 
creating a dual purpose complex. This is a working Museum, to be oc- 
cupied and visited by RNZAF personnel — a place in which new re- 
cruits can be introduced to the Service they have joined and learn of 
its history, traditions, and achievements. For trainee technicians it 
provides an illustrated history of the evolution of aviation technology, 
and for the people of New Zealand and our overseas visitors it offers 
an authoritative and unique record of New Zealand’s military aviation. 
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ANNIVERSARY 
1937 — 1987 


BRITISH AIRCRAFT COMPANY 


joins with the Royal New Zealand Air Force in celebrating a 
long association. 


May the next 50 yrs be as successful 


BRITISH AEROSPACE 


Civil and Military Aircraft, Guided Weapons, Defence Communications and Command Systems. 
Avionics, precision instruments and components, Spacecraft and equipment. 


DOWTY GROUP LTD 


Propellors, accessory drives, undercarriage and hydraulic systems, fuel systems, electronic 
systems and components, control systems. Sonar buoys. 


BRITISH AEROSPACE AUSTRALIA FLIGHT REFUELLING LTD 
Satellite receiving equipment, Military Ground and in-flight refuelling equipment and 
computing and Avionic systems. towed targets. 


METALITE AVIATION LIGHTING 
Portable runway lights. 


AIRCRAFT FURNISHING LTD 


Aircraft seats. 


MARVEL MANUFACTURING CO. 
AUTO DIESELS BRABY LTD Propellor and helicopter rotor balancing 


Ground power units. equipment. 


HELMETS LIMITED 


Aircrew Safety Helmets. 


BRITISH AIRCRAFT COMPANY LTD 


7-11 Dixon Street, Wellington 
P.O. Box 547 Telephone 856-157 
Telex: NZ3311 
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| ANNIVERSARY 


= 1937 — 1987 


To the Class 


“sl 


From the 
Classof — 


'39 


Shortly after the formation of the Royal New Zealand Air Force 
in 1937, another auspicious development in our aviation history 
took place. Tasman Empire Airways Limited (TEAL) — later to 
become the intemational wing of Air New Zealand — was 
incorporated. The date: August 1939. A new airline. 

In a Class of its own. Sharing the wide blue skies with another 
top class force in aviation — the RNZAF. 


Congratulations 


from 


IF NEW ZEAL 


